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57 ABSTRACT

A system may comprise a first device and a second device
associated with a Clos architecture. The first device may
include a first crossbar that comprises a first component, a
second component, and a third component. The second
device may include a second crossbar that comprises a fourth
component, a fifth component, and a sixth component. The
first component may connect to the second component and
the fifth component. The second component may connect to
the first component, the third component, the fourth compo-
nent, and the sixth component. The third component may
connect to the second component and the fifth component.
The fourth component may connect to the second component
and the fifth component. The fifth component may connect to
the first component, the third component, the fourth compo-
nent, and the sixth component. The sixth component may
connect to the second component and the fifth component.

20 Claims, 20 Drawing Sheets
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1
COLLAPSED-DISTRIBUTED CLOS
SWITCHING ARCHITECTURE FOR

MULTI-CHASSIS FABRIC CONNECTIVITY

BACKGROUND

A Clos architecture may include three stages: an ingress
stage, a middle stage, and an egress stage. Each stage may
comprise one or more crossbar switches, hereinafter referred
to as crossbars. Information may enter the Clos architecture at
any ingress crossbar, and may be routed, via any available
middle stage crossbar, to an appropriate egress crossbar.

SUMMARY

According to some possible implementations, a system
may include a first network device and a second network
device associated with a Clos architecture. The first network
device may include a first crossbar, associated with the Clos
architecture, that comprises a first crossbar component; a
second crossbar component; and a third crossbar component.
The second network device may include a second crossbar,
associated with the Clos architecture, that comprises a fourth
crossbar component; a fifth crossbar component; and a sixth
crossbar component. The first crossbar component may con-
nect to the second crossbar component and the fifth crossbar
component. The second crossbar component may connect to
the first crossbar component, the third crossbar component,
the fourth crossbar component, and the sixth crossbar com-
ponent. The third crossbar component may connect to the
second crossbar component and the fifth crossbar component.
The fourth crossbar component may connect to the second
crossbar component and the fifth crossbar component. The
fifth crossbar component may connect to the first crossbar
component, the third crossbar component, the fourth crossbar
component, and the sixth crossbar component. The sixth
crossbar component may connect to the second crossbar com-
ponent and the fifth crossbar component.

According to some possible implementations, a system
may include a first device and a second device associated with
a Clos architecture. The first device may include a first cross-
bar, associated with the Clos architecture, that comprises a
first crossbar component; a second crossbar component; and
a third crossbar component. The second device may include a
second crossbar, associated with the Clos architecture, that
comprises a fourth crossbar component; a fifth crossbar com-
ponent; and a sixth crossbar component. The first crossbar
component may connect to the second crossbar component
and the fifth crossbar component. The second crossbar com-
ponent may connect to the first crossbar component, the third
crossbar component, the fourth crossbar component, and the
sixth crossbar component. The third crossbar component may
connect to the second crossbar component and the fifth cross-
bar component. The fourth crossbar component may connect
to the second crossbar component and the fifth crossbar com-
ponent. The fifth crossbar component may connect to the first
crossbar component, the third crossbar component, the fourth
crossbar component, and the sixth crossbar component. The
sixth crossbar component may connect to the second crossbar
component and the fifth crossbar component.

According to some possible implementations, a system
may include a first device, a second device, and a third device.
The first device may include a first crossbar that comprises a
first crossbar component; a second crossbar component; and
a third crossbar component. The second device may include a
second crossbar that comprises a fourth crossbar component;
a fifth crossbar component; and a sixth crossbar component.
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The third device may include a third crossbar that comprises
a seventh crossbar component; an eighth crossbar compo-
nent; and a ninth crossbar component. The first crossbar com-
ponent may connect to the second crossbar component, the
fifth crossbar component, and the eighth crossbar component.
The second crossbar component may connect to the first
crossbar component, the third crossbar component, the fourth
crossbar component, the sixth crossbar component, the sev-
enth crossbar component, and the ninth crossbar component.
The third crossbar component may connect to the second
crossbar component, the fifth crossbar component, and the
eighth crossbar component. The fourth crossbar component
may connect to the second crossbar component, the fifth
crossbar component, and the eighth crossbar component. The
fifth crossbar component may connect to the first crossbar
component, the third crossbar component, the fourth crossbar
component, the sixth crossbar component, the seventh cross-
bar component, and the ninth crossbar component. The sixth
crossbar component may connect to the second crossbar com-
ponent, the fifth crossbar component, and the eighth crossbar
component. The seventh crossbar component may connect to
the second crossbar component, the fifth crossbar component,
and the eighth crossbar component. The eighth crossbar com-
ponent may connect to the first crossbar component, the third
crossbar component, the fourth crossbar component, the sixth
crossbar component, the seventh crossbar component, and the
ninth crossbar component. The ninth crossbar component
may connect to the second crossbar component, the fifth
crossbar component, and the eighth crossbar component.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIGS. 1A-1D are diagrams of an overview of an example
implementation described herein;

FIG. 2 is a diagram of an example environment in which
systems and/or methods, described herein, may be imple-
mented;

FIG. 3 is a diagram of example components of a network
device shown in FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 is a diagram of example components of a switching
component shown in FIG. 3;

FIGS. 5A and 5B are diagrams of an example implemen-
tation of a multi-chassis system that implements a three stage
collapsed-distributed Clos architecture for achieving back-
to-back fabric connectivity between two network devices;

FIG. 6 is a group of tables that include information asso-
ciated with implementing the collapsed-distributed Clos
architecture shown in FIGS. 5A and 5B;

FIGS. 7A and 7B are diagrams of an example implemen-
tation of a multi-chassis system that implements a three stage
collapsed-distributed Clos architecture for achieving back-
to-back fabric connectivity among three network devices;

FIG. 8 is a group of tables that include information asso-
ciated with implementing the collapsed-distributed Clos
architecture shown in FIGS. 7A and 7B;

FIGS. 9A and 9B are diagrams of an example implemen-
tation of a multi-chassis system that implements a three stage
collapsed-distributed Clos architecture for achieving back-
to-back fabric connectivity among four network devices;

FIG. 10 is a group of tables that include information asso-
ciated with implementing the collapsed-distributed Clos
architecture shown in FIGS. 9A and 9B;

FIGS. 11A and 11B are diagrams of another example
implementation of a multi-chassis system that implements a
three stage collapsed-distributed Clos architecture for achiev-
ing back-to-back fabric connectivity among three network
devices; and
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FIGS. 12A and 12B are a group of tables that include
information associated with implementing the collapsed-dis-
tributed Clos architecture shown in FIGS. 11A and 11B.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following detailed description of example implemen-
tations refers to the accompanying drawings. The same ref-
erence numbers in different drawings may identify the same
or similar elements.

A multi-chassis system, such as a multi-chassis network
device, may include two or more network devices connected
using a multi-stage Clos architecture in which one or more
Clos stages reside on one or more dedicated fabric chassis. In
some implementations, a multi-chassis system may employ a
three stage Clos architecture (e.g., including an ingress stage,
amiddle stage, and an egress stage), with either all of the three
stages, or at least the middle stage, residing in one or more
independent fabric chassis to which the individual network
devices may connect to form the multi-chassis. However, in
some deployments, the number of chassis that need to be
connected, in order to form the multi-chassis system, may be
relatively small (e.g., two line card chassis (LCCs), three
LCCs, four LCCs, etc). In such cases, a multi-chassis system
with the one or more dedicated middle stage fabric chassis
may not be an attractive proposition due to capital expendi-
tures and/or operational expenditures associated with such a
system, and/or due to increased complexity associated with
such a system (e.g., in terms of deployment, maintenance,
etc.). In a case where only two network devices need to be
connected (e.g., back-to-back (B2B)), the middle stage may
be eliminated such that each network device includes only an
ingress stage and an egress stage. However, implementing, a
B2B connection in such a way may limit scalability of the
connection in terms of switching capacity. Moreover, imple-
menting a B2B connection in such a way may allow only two
network devices to be connected.

Implementations described herein may provide a collapsed
Clos architecture that partitions a crossbar of a network
device, that needs to connect to one or more other crossbars
via athree stage Clos fabric, such that the crossbar may act not
only as the ingress stage and the egress stage of the Clos
fabric, but also as a portion of the middle stage of the Clos
fabric. In this way, all three stages of the Clos fabric may be
collapsed into a single crossbar, and the middle stage may be
distributed across multiple crossbars (e.g., on multiple net-
work devices) that are connected together to form the multi-
chassis system. The distribution of the middle stage of the
Clos fabric may eliminate the need for a separate and/or
dedicated middle stage fabric chassis while also reducing a
total number of crossbars and required connections.

FIGS. 1A-1D are diagrams of an overview of an example
implementation 100 described herein. For the purposes of
example implementation 100, assume that multiple network
devices (e.g., network device 1 through network device M)
are to be connected using a three stage Clos architecture to
form a multi-chassis system. Further, assume that network
device 1 includes a set of crossbars (e.g., crossbar 1-1 through
1-A), and that network device M also includes a set of cross-
bars (e.g., crossbar M-1 through M-B).

As shown in FIG. 1A, each crossbar, included in each
network device, may be partitioned such that each crossbar
includes an ingress stage of the Clos fabric, an egress stage of
the Clos fabric, and a portion of a middle stage of the Clos
fabric (e.g., such that the middle stage of the Clos fabric is
distributed across all crossbars). For clarity of example imple-
mentation 100, only those connections associated with cross-
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bar 1-1 are shown. However, the connections described below
may be repeated for each crossbar of FIG. 1.

As shown, stage 1 of crossbar 1-1 may be configured to
receive (e.g., from input components of network device 1)
packets via a quantity of Q inputs. As shown, stage 1 of
crossbar 1-1 may be connected to a portion of stage 2 of the
Clos fabric included in each crossbar of the multi-chassis
system (e.g., stage 2 of crossbar 1-1, stage 2 of crossbar 1-A,
stage 2 of crossbar M-1, stage 2 of crossbar M-B, etc.) in order
to distributed the packets for switching. As shown, stage 1 of
crossbar 1-1 may be connected such that stage 1 of crossbar
1-1 may distribute the packets via a total of Q links that are
equally distributed to each portion of stage 2 of the Clos fabric
(e.g., via Q/(MxA) links to each portion of stage 2).

As shown in FIG. 1B, the portion of stage 2 of crossbar 1-1
may be configured to receive packets via a total of Q links. As
shown, stage 2 of crossbar 1-1 may be connected to stage 1 of
the Clos fabric included in each crossbar included in the
multi-chassis system (e.g., stage 1 of crossbar 1-1, stage 1 of
crossbar 1-A, stage 1 of crossbar M-1, stage 1 of crossbar
M-B, etc.).

As shown in FIG. 1C, the portion of stage 2 of crossbar 1-1
may be connected to such that the portion of stage 2 may
provide packets, via a total of Q links, to stage 3 of the Clos
fabric included in each crossbar. As shown, stage 2 of cross-
bar 1-1 may be connected to stage 3 of the Clos fabric
included in each crossbar of the multi-chassis system (e.g.,
stage 3 of crossbar 1-1, stage 3 of crossbar 1-A, stage 3 of
crossbar M-1, stage 3 of crossbar M-B, etc.). As shown, stage
2 of crossbar 1-1 may be configured to distribute packets via
atotal of Q links that are equally distributed among each stage
3 of'the Clos fabric (e.g., via Q/(MxA) links from stage 2 of
crossbar 1-1 to each stage 3).

As shown in FIG. 1D, stage 3 of crossbar 1-1 may be
configured to receive packets via a total of Q links. As shown,
stage 3 of crossbar 1-1 may be connected to each portion of
stage 2 of the Clos fabric in the multi-chassis system (e.g.,
stage 2 of crossbar 1-1, stage 2 of crossbar 1-A, stage 2 of
crossbar M-1, stage 2 of crossbar M-B, etc.). As shown, stage
3 of crossbar 1-1 may be configured to provide (e.g., to output
components of ND1) packets via a quantity of Q outputs.

In this way, a multi-chassis system may implement a col-
lapsed three stage Clos architecture that partitions a crossbar
of a network device, that needs to connect to one or more
other crossbars via a three stage Clos fabric, such that the
crossbar may act not only as the ingress stage and the egress
stage of the Clos fabric, but also as a portion of the middle
stage of the Clos fabric. As such, all three stages of the Clos
fabric may be collapsed into a single crossbar, and the middle
stage may be distributed across multiple crossbars (e.g., of
multiple network devices) that are connected together to form
the multi-chassis system. The implementation of collapsed-
distributed Clos architecture may eliminate the need for a
separate and/or dedicated middle stage fabric chassis while
also reducing a total number of crossbars and required con-
nections to form the multi-chassis system.

FIG. 2 is a diagram of an example environment 200 in
which systems and/or methods, described herein, may be
implemented. As shown in FIG. 2, environment 200 may
include two or more network devices 210-1 through 210-M
(M>1) (hereinafter referred to collectively as network devices
210, and individually as network device 210). In some imple-
mentations, network devices 210 may be connected (e.g., via
a wired connection, via a wireless connection, or via a com-
bination of a wired and wireless connection) via links 220. As
shown, network devices 210 may be directly connected via
links 220. In other words, in some implementations, no other
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device (e.g., a dedicated fabric chassis, etc.) may lie between
network devices 210. As shown, network devices 210 may be
included in network 230.

Network device 210 may include a device capable of
receiving, transmitting, processing, routing, etc. packets trav-
elling via network 230. For example, network device 210 may
include an LCC, a router, a switch, a gateway, a modem, a
firewall, a NIC, a hub, a bridge, an optical add-drop multi-
plexer (OADM), or another type of network device. In some
implementations, network device 210 may include one or
more input ports associated with receiving packets and one or
more output ports associated with transmitting packets. In
some implementations, network device 210 may be con-
nected (e.g., via one or more links 220) to one or more other
network devices 210 to form a multi-chassis system that
implements a Clos architecture. For example, two or more
network devices 210 (e.g., two or more L.CCs) may be con-
nected via one or more links 220 to form a multi-chassis
system that implements a three stage, distributed-collapsed
Clos architecture, as discussed in further detail below. In
some implementations, network devices 210 may communi-
cate with other devices included in network 230 (not shown)
in order to process and/or route packets received by network
devices 210.

Network 230 may include one or more wired and/or wire-
less networks that include network devices 210. For example,
network 230 may include a local area network (“LAN™), a
wide area network (“WAN”), a metropolitan area network
(“MAN™), a telephone network (e.g., the Public Switched
Telephone Network (“PSTN™)), an ad hoc network, an intra-
net, the Internet, a fiber optic-based network, a private net-
work, a cloud computing network, and/or a combination of
these or other types of networks. In some implementations,
network 230 may include multiple network devices 210 that
are connected to form a multi-chassis system, as described
above.

The number and arrangement of devices and networks
shown in FIG. 2 are provided as an example. In practice, there
may be additional devices and/or networks, fewer devices
and/or networks, different devices and/or networks, or differ-
ently arranged devices and/or networks than those shown in
FIG. 2. Furthermore, two or more devices shown in FIG. 2
may be implemented within a single device, or a single device
shown in FIG. 2 may be implemented as multiple, distributed
devices. Additionally, or alternatively, a set of devices (e.g.,
one or more devices) of environment 200 may perform one or
more functions described as being performed by another set
of devices of environment 200.

FIG. 3 is a diagram of example components of a network
device 210. As shown in FIG. 3, network device 210 may
include one or more input components 305-1 through 305-B
(B>1) (hereinafter referred to collectively as “input compo-
nents 305,” and individually as “input component 305”), a
switching component 310, one or more output components
315-1 through 315-C (C>1) (hereinafter referred to collec-
tively as “output components 315,” and individually as “out-
put component 315”), and a routing component 320.

Input component 305 may be points of attachment for
physical links and may be points of entry for incoming traffic,
such as packets. Input components 305 may process incom-
ing traffic, such as by performing data link layer encapsula-
tion or decapsulation. In some implementations, input com-
ponents 305 may send and/or receive packets. In some
implementations, input component 305 may include an input
line card that includes one or more packet processing com-
ponents (e.g., in the form of integrated circuits), such as one
or more interface cards (IFCs), packet forwarding compo-
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nents, line card controller components, input ports, proces-
sors, memories, and/or input queues. In some implementa-
tions, network device 210 may include one or more input
components 305.

Switching component 310 may interconnect input compo-
nents 305 with output components 315. In some implemen-
tations, switching component 310 may be implemented via
one or more crossbars, via busses, and/or with shared memo-
ries. The shared memories may act as temporary buffers to
store packets from input components 305 before the packets
are eventually scheduled for delivery to output components
315. In some implementations, switching component 310
may enable input components 305, output components 315,
and/or routing component 320 to communicate.

In some implementations, switching component 310 may
include one or more crossbars, and a crossbar may be parti-
tioned such that the crossbar includes an ingress stage, a
portion of a middle stage, and an egress stage associated with
a Clos fabric that connects multiple network devices 210 to
form a multi-chassis system. Additional details regarding
switching component 310 are described below with regard to
FIG. 4.

Output component 315 may store packets and may sched-
ule packets for transmission on output physical links. Output
components 315 may support data link layer encapsulation or
decapsulation, and/or a variety of higher-level protocols. In
some implementations, output components 315 may send
packets and/or receive packets. In some implementations,
output component 315 may include an output line card that
includes one or more packet processing components (e.g., in
the form of integrated circuits), such as one or more IFCs,
packet forwarding components, line card controller compo-
nents, output ports, processors, memories, and/or output
queues. In some implementations, network device 210 may
include one or more output components 315.

Routing component 320 may include one or more proces-
sors, microprocessors, application-specific integrated cir-
cuits (ASICs), field programmable gate arrays (FPGAs), or
similar types of processing components. In some implemen-
tations, routing component 320 may communicate with other
devices, networks, and/or systems connected to network
device 210 to exchange information regarding network topol-
ogy. Routing component 320 may create routing tables based
on the network topology information, create forwarding
tables based on the routing tables, and forward the forwarding
tables to input components 305 and/or output components
315. Input components 305 and/or output components 315
may use the forwarding tables to perform route lookups for
incoming and/or outgoing packets.

The number and arrangement of components shown in
FIG. 3 is provided as an example. In practice, network device
210 may include additional components, fewer components,
different components, or differently arranged components
than those shown in FIG. 3. Additionally, or alternatively, a
set of components (e.g., one or more components) of network
device 210 may perform one or more functions described as
being performed by another set of components of network
device 210.

FIG. 4 is a diagram of example components of a switching
component 310 shown in FIG. 3. As shown, switching com-
ponent 310 may include one or more crossbars 410-1 through
410-P (P>1) (hereinafter referred to collectively as crossbars
410, and individually as crossbar 410). As shown, crossbar
410 may be partitioned in an ingress stage 420, a middle stage
430, and an egress stage 440.

Ingress stage 420 may include a portion of crossbar 410
that is configured to act as an ingress stage of a Clos fabric
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associated with connecting two or more network devices 210
to form a multi-chassis system. In some implementations,
ingress stage 420 may be configured to receive packets via
one or more input components 305 and provide the packets to
one or more middle stages 430. In some implementations,
ingress stage 420 may be connected (e.g., via a wired con-
nection, via a wireless connection, etc.) to one or more middle
stages 430 associated with one or more crossbars 410. For
example, ingress stage 420 (e.g., included in a first crossbar
410 of switching component 310 included in a first network
device 210) may be connected to a first middle stage 430 (e.g.,
included in the first crossbar 410 of switching component 310
included in the first network device 210), a second middle
stage 430 (e.g., included in a second crossbar 410 of switch-
ing component 310 included in the first network device 210),
a third middle stage 430 (e.g., included in a first crossbar 410
of'switching component 310 of a second network device 210),
etc. In some implementations, each switching component 310
may include multiple crossbars 410 and multiple ingress
stages 420, where each ingress stage 420 corresponds to a
respective crossbar 410.

Middle stage 430 may include a portion of crossbar 410
that is configured to act as a portion of a middle stage ofa Clos
fabric, associated with connecting two or more network
devices 210 to form a multi-chassis system, such that the
middle stage of the Clos fabric is distributed among multiple
middle stages 430 (e.g., across multiple network devices
210). In some implementations, middle stage 430 may be
configured to receive packets from one or more ingress stages
420 and provide the packets to one or more egress stages 440.
In some implementations, middle stage 430 may be con-
nected (e.g., via a wired connection, via a wireless connec-
tion, etc.) to one or more ingress stages 420 and one or more
egress stages 440. For example, middle stage 430 (e.g.,
included in a first crossbar 410 of switching component 310
included in a first network device 210) may be connected to a
first ingress stage 420 and a first egress stage 440, (e.g.,
included in the first crossbar 410 switching component 310
included in the first network device 210), a second ingress
stage 420 and a second egress stage 440 (e.g., included in a
second crossbar 410 of switching component 310 included in
the first network device 210), a third ingress stage 420 and a
third egress stage 440 (e.g., included in a first crossbar 410 of
switching component 310 included in a second network
device 210), etc. In some implementations, each switching
component 310 may include multiple crossbars 410 and mul-
tiple middle stages 430, where each middle stage 430 corre-
sponds to a respective crossbar 410. As described herein,
middle stage 430 of the Clos fabric may be distributed across
multiple middle stages 430 (e.g., across multiple network
devices 210).

Egress stage 440 may include a portion of crossbar 410 that
is configured to act as an egress stage of a Clos fabric asso-
ciated with connecting two or more network devices 210 to
form a multi-chassis system. In some implementations,
egress stage 440 may be configured to receive packets from
one or more middle stages 430 and provide the packets via
one or more output components 315. In some implementa-
tions, egress stage 440 may be connected (e.g., via a wired
connection, via a wireless connection, etc.) to one or more
middle stages 430. For example, egress stage 440 (e.g.,
included in a first crossbar 410 of switching component 310
included in a first network device 210) may be connected to a
first middle stage 430 (e.g., included in the first crossbar 410
of switching component 310 included in the first network
device 210), a second middle stage 430 (e.g., included in a
second crossbar 410 of switching component 310 included in
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the first network device 210), a third middle stage 430 (e.g.,
included in a first crossbar 410 of switching component 310
included in a second network device 210), etc. In some imple-
mentations, each switching component 310 may include mul-
tiple crossbars 410 and multiple egress stages 440, where
each egress stage 440 corresponds to a respective crossbar
410.

In some example implementations, a total quantity of r
crossbars 410 (e.g., included in two or more network devices
210) may be partitioned to implement a three stage collapsed-
distributed Clos fabric. In some implementations, network
devices 210 included in a multi-chassis system may include
equal numbers of crossbars 410 for the total quantity of r
crossbars. For example, a first network device 210 that
includes two crossbars 410 may be connected to a second
network device 210 that includes two crossbars 410 for a total
of four crossbars (e.g., r=4). Additionally, or alternatively,
network devices 210 included in a multi-chassis system may
include different numbers of crossbars 410 for the total quan-
tity of r crossbars. For example, a first network device 210 that
includes two crossbars 410 may be connected to a second
network device 210 that includes three crossbars 410, and a
third network device 210 that includes one crossbar 410, for
a total of six crossbars (e.g., r=6).

The r crossbars may be of size NxN, and may be connected
to form a Clos fabric of size rxN/3. The quantity of inputs,
received by each ingress component 420, and a quantity of
outputs, provided by each egress component 440, may be
equal to N/3. A total quantity of links from each ingress stage
420 to a group of middle stages 430 may also be equal to N/3,
and these links may be equally distributed over the r crossbars
(e.g., such that there are N/(3xr) links from a particular
ingress stage 420 to each middle stage 430). Similarly, a total
quantity of links from each middle stage 420 to a group of
egress stages 440 may be equal to N/3, and these links may be
equally distributed over the r crossbars 410 (e.g., such that
there are N/(3xr) links from a particular middle stage 430 to
each egress stage 440). Hence, there may be a total of 2N/3
links toward the Clos fabric, and (e.g., due to the equal dis-
tribution of links) 2N/(3xr) links toward each of the r cross-
bars 410.

In some cases, a quantity of connections to be supported by
each crossbar 410 may be increased as compared to imple-
menting the three stage Clos fabric using a separate middle
stage fabric chassis. However, if 2N/3 inter-chassis links may
be associated with each crossbar 410, then scaling of a multi-
chassis system implemented using the collapsed-distributed
architecture may be unlimited. Continuing with the above
example, there may be 2N/(3xr) intra-crossbar connections
within a particular crossbar 410 (however, if N is not a mul-
tiple of 3r, then r-1 additional links may be required per
crossbar 410). Therefore, any number of crossbars 410, from
three to r, may be connected in B2B formation using the
collapsed-distributed Clos architecture, so long as each cross-
bar 410 has a size of (N+(r—1))x(N+(r-1)), each crossbar 410
is connected to a total quantity of inputs equal to N/3, each
crossbar 410 is connected to a total quantity of outputs equal
to N/3, and each crossbar 410 includes a total quantity of
(r-1)x2N/(3xr) inter-crossbar connections (e.g., connections
to other crossbars 410), and each crossbar 410 includes a total
quantity of 2N/(3xr) intra-crossbar connections. In such a
case, the size of the Clos fabric may be equal to rxN/3.
Specific examples of implementing a collapsed-distributed
three stage Clos fabric to form a multi-chassis system are
described below with regard to FIG. 5A through FIG. 10.

The number of components and arrangement shown in
FIG. 4 are provided as an example. In practice, switching
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component 310 may include additional components, fewer
components, different components, or differently arranged
components than those shown in FIG. 4. Additionally, or
alternatively, one or more components of switching compo-
nent 310 may perform one or more functions described as
being performed by another one or more components of
switching component 310.

FIGS. 5A and 5B are diagrams of an example implemen-
tation 500 of a multi-chassis system that implements a three
stage collapsed-distributed Clos architecture for achieving
back-to-back fabric connectivity between two network
devices (e.g., LCCs). For the purposes of example implemen-
tation 500, assume that a first network device 210, identified
as NDO, includes a switching component 310 that comprises
two crossbars 410, identified as X0A and X0B. Further,
assume that a second network device 210, identified as ND1,
includes a switching component 310 that comprises two
crossbars 410, identified as X1 A and X1B. Also, assume that
the connections to, from, and/or between crossbars 410 are
implemented using optical cables and optical links.

For purposes of simplicity, only those connections associ-
ated with X0A are shown in example implementation 500.
However, each crossbar 410 included in example implemen-
tation 500 may include similar connections to those depicted
for crossbar X0A. Furthermore, only one fabric plane, asso-
ciated with switching component 310, is illustrated in
example implementation 500, and additional parallel fabric
planes may be implemented in a similar manner.

As shown in FIG. 5A, NDO may be connected to ND1
using a B2B connection that implements a collapsed-distrib-
uted Clos architecture. For example, as shown, X0A, X0B,
X1A, and X1B may be partitioned such that each crossbar
410 includes all three Clos stages (e.g., an ingress stage 420
(F1), a portion of middle stage 430 (F2), and an egress stage
440 (F3)), and such that middle stage 430, associated with the
Clos fabric, is distributed across each crossbar 410 (e.g., since
each crossbar 410 includes a portion of middle stage 430).

As shown, stage F1 on X0A (herein referred to as F1-X0A)
may be connected such that F1-X0A may receive packets
(e.g., from input components 305), via a total quantity of 48
input links, may provide the packets to all portions of the F2
stage included in the Clos fabric (e.g., assume that each
crossbar 410 is size 144x144, thus each F1 stage may receive
packets via 144/3=48 input links). In other words, F1-X0A
may be connected such that F1-X0A may provide packets to
F2-X0A via 12 intra-crossbar links, to F2-X0B via 12 intra-
chassis links, to F2-X1A via 12 inter-chassis links, and to
F2-X1B via 12 inter-chassis links.

As further shown in FIG. 5A, F2-X0A may be connected
such that F2-X0A receives packets, via a total quantity of 48
input links, from each F1 included in the Clos fabric. In other
words, F2-X0A may be connected such that F2-X0A may
receive packets from F1-X0A via 12 intra-crossbar links (e.g.,
as described above), from F1-X0B via 12 intra-chassis links,
from F1-X1A via 12 inter-chassis links, and from F1-X1B via
12 inter-chassis links.

As shown in FIG. 5B, F2-X0A may also be connected such
that F2-X0A provides packets, via a total quantity of 48 input
links, to each F3 included in the Clos fabric. In other words,
F2-X0A may be connected such that F2-X0A may provide
packets to F3-X0A via 12 intra-crossbar links, to F3-X0B via
12 intra-chassis links, to F3-X1A via 12 inter-chassis links,
and to F3-X1B via 12 inter-chassis links.

As further shown in FIG. 5B, F3-X0A may be connected
such that F3-X0A receives packets, via a total quantity of 48
input links, from each portion of the F2 stage included in the
Clos fabric. In other words, F3-X0A may be connected such
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that F3-X0A may receive packets from F2-X0A via 12 intra-
crossbar links (e.g., as described above), from F2-X0B via 12
intra-chassis links, from F2-X1A via 12 inter-chassis links,
and from F2-X1B via 12 inter-chassis links. As shown, stage
F3-X0A may be connected such that F3-X0A provides pack-
ets (e.g., to output components 315) via a total quantity of 48
input links.

As indicated above, FIGS. 5A and 5B are provided merely
as an example. Other examples are possible and may differ
from what was described with regard to FIGS. 5A and 5B.

FIG. 6 includes a group of tables 600 that provide infor-
mation associated with a quantity of optical links and optical
cables required to implement the collapsed-distributed Clos
architecture shown in example implementation 500 of FIGS.
5A and 5B.

As shown in FIG. 6 by table 610, and in accordance with
example implementation 500, each of the two network
devices (L=2) includes two crossbars 410 (e.g., r'=2), for a
total of four crossbars 410 (e.g., r=4). Further, each crossbar
410 may be of size 144x144 (e.g., N=144), resulting in an
overall Clos size 0f 192x192 (e.g., rxN/3=4x144/3=192). For
the purposes of FIG. 6, assume that each optical cable that
may be used to establish inter-chassis links includes 16 seri-
alizer/deserializers (serdes) (e.g., s=16). As shown by table
620, assume that a total quantity of serdes (e.g., for the receive
direction and the transmit direction) for each crossbar is 144
(e.g., N/3+N/3+N/3=48+48+48=144).

As shown by table 630, each crossbar 410 included in the
two network device B2B connections may include a quantity
of 24 intra-crossbar (e.g., intra-chip) links (e.g., 2N/3r=2x
144/3x4=24), a quantity of 24 inter-crossbar (e.g., inter-chip)
links (e.g., 2N/3rx(r'-1)=(2x144/3x4)x(2-1)=24), and a
quantity of 48 inter-chassis links (e.g., (r-r")x2N/3r=(4-2)x
2x144/3x4=48). As further shown, the number of optical
cables, per network device, for the two network device B2B
connectionis 6 (e.g., r'<((r—r)x2N/3r)/s=2x((4-2)x2x144/3x
4)/16=6), and the total quantity of optical cables for two
network device B2B connection is 6 (e.g., Optic Cables per
LCCxL/2=6x2/2). As further shown, the number of optical
cables required for implementing the traditional B2B solution
is also 6. Thus, as shown, the number of optical cables to
implement the two network device B2B connections using
the collapsed-distributed three stage Clos fabric is equal to the
number of optical cables to implement a traditional B2B
solution. However, the two network device B2B connections
that uses the collapsed-distributed three stage Clos fabric
allow for improved scalability of the multi-chassis system in
terms of both switching capacity and in terms of the quantity
of network devices that may be connected using the B2B
implementation. Additionally, for a B2B connection that uses
the traditional solution, the size of a crossbar needed for a
Clos fabric of'size C (e.g., C=rxN/3) is C. However, fora B2B
connection that uses the collapsed-distributed three stage
Clos fabric solution, the size of a crossbar needed for a Clos
fabric of size C is N. Thus, for cases where r>3, the size of the
crossbar needed to implement the traditional solution is larger
than the size of the crossbar need to implement the collapsed-
distributed three stage Clos fabric solution.

FIGS. 7A and 7B are diagrams of an example implemen-
tation 700 of a multi-chassis system that implements a three
stage collapsed-distributed Clos architecture for achieving
back-to-back fabric connectivity among three network
devices. For the purposes of example implementation 700,
assume that a first network device 210, identified as NDO,
includes a switching component 310 that comprises two
crossbars 410, identified as X0A and X0B, that a second
network device 210, identified as ND1, includes a switching
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component 310 that comprises two crossbars 410, identified
as X1A and X1B, and that a third network device 210, iden-
tified as ND2, includes a switching component 310 that com-
prises two crossbars 410, identified as X2A and X2B. Also,
assume that the connections to, from, and/or between cross-
bars 410 are implemented using optical cables and optical
links.

For purposes of simplicity, only those connections associ-
ated with X0A are shown in example implementation 700.
However, each crossbar 410 included in example implemen-
tation 700 may include similar connections to those depicted
for crossbar X0A. Furthermore, only one fabric plane, asso-
ciated with switching component 310, is illustrated in
example implementation 700, and additional parallel fabric
planes may be implemented in a similar manner.

As shown in FIG. 7A, ND0 may be connected to ND1 and
ND2 using a B2B connection that implements a collapsed-
distributed Clos architecture. For example, as shown, X0A,
X0B,X1A, X1B, X2A, and X2B may be partitioned such that
each crossbar 410 includes all three Clos stages (e.g., an
ingress stage 420 (F1), a portion of middle stage 430 (F2), and
an egress stage 440 (F3)), and such that middle stage 430,
associated with the Clos fabric, is distributed across each
crossbar 410 (e.g., since each crossbar 410 includes a portion
of middle stage 430).

As shown, stage F1 on X0A (herein referred to as F1-X0A)
may be connected such that F1-X0A may receive packets
(e.g., from input components 305), via a total quantity of 48
input links (e.g., assume that each crossbar 410 is size 144x
144, thus each F1 stage may receive packets via 144/3=48
input links), and may provide the packets to all portions of the
F2 stage included in the Clos fabric. In other words, F1-X0A
may be connected such that F1-X0A may provide packets to
F2-X0A via 8 intra-crossbar links, to F2-X0B via 8 intra-
chassis links, to F2-X1A via 8 inter-chassis links, to F2-X1B
via 8 inter-chassis links, to F2-X2A via 8 inter-chassis links,
and to F2-X2B via 8 inter-chassis links.

As further shown in FIG. 7A, F2-X0A may be connected
such that F2-X0A receives packets, via a total quantity of 48
input links, from each F1 included in the Clos fabric. In other
words, F2-X0A may be connected such that F2-X0A may
receive packets from F1-X0A via 8 intra-crossbar links (e.g.,
as described above), from F1-X0B via 8 intra-chassis links,
from F1-X1A via 8 inter-chassis links, from F1-X1B via 8
inter-chassis links, from F1-X2A via 8 inter-chassis links, and
from F1-X2B via 8 inter-chassis links.

As shown in FIG. 7B, F2-X0A may also be connected such
that F2-X0A provides packets, via a total quantity of 48 input
links, to each F3 included in the Clos fabric. In other words,
F2-X0A may be connected such that F2-X0A may provide
packets to F3-X0A via 8 intra-crossbar links, to F3-X0B via
8 intra-chassis links, to F3-X1A via 8 inter-chassis links, to
F3-X1B via 8 inter-chassis links, to F3-X2A via 8 inter-
chassis links, and to F3-X2B via 8 inter-chassis links.

As further shown in FIG. 7B, F3-X0A may be connected
such that F3-X0A receives packets, via a total quantity of 48
input links, from each portion of the F2 stage included in the
Clos fabric. In other words, F3-X0A may be connected such
that F3-X0A may receive packets from F2-X0A via 8 intra-
crossbar links (e.g., as described above), from F2-X0B via 8
intra-chassis links, from F2-X1A via 8 inter-chassis links,
from F2-X1B via 8 inter-chassis links, from F2-X2A via 8
inter-chassis links, and from F2-X2B via 8 inter-chassis links.
As shown, stage F3-X0A may be connected such that
F3-X0A provides packets (e.g., to output components 315)
via a total quantity of 48 input links.
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As indicated above, FIGS. 7A and 7B are provided merely
as an example. Other examples are possible and may differ
from what was described with regard to FIGS. 7A and 7B.

FIG. 8 includes a group of tables 800 that provide infor-
mation associated with a quantity of optical links and optical
cables required to implement the collapsed-distributed Clos
architecture shown in example implementation 700 of FIGS.
7A and 7B.

As shown in FIG. 8 by table 810, and in accordance with
example implementation 700, each of the three network
devices (L=3) includes two crossbars 410 (e.g., r'=2), for a
total of six crossbars 410 (e.g., r=6). Further, each crossbar
410 may be of size 144x144 (e.g., N=144), resulting in an
overall Clos size of 288x288 (e.g., rxN/3=6x144/3=288). For
the purposes of FIG. 8, assume that each optical cable, that
may be used establish inter-chassis links, includes 16 serial-
izer/deserializers (serdes) (e.g., s=16). As shown by table
820, a total quantity of serdes for each crossbar (e.g., for the
receive direction and the transmit direction) is 144 (e.g.,
N/3+N/3+N/3=48+48+48=144).

As shown by table 830, each crossbar 410 included in the
three network device B2B connections may include a quan-
tity of 16 intra-crossbar (e.g., intra-chip) links (e.g.,
2N/3r=2x144/3x6=16), a quantity of 16 inter-crossbar (e.g.,
inter-chip) links (e.g., 2N/3rx(r'-1)=(2x144/3x6)x(2-1)
=16), and a quantity of 64 inter-chassis links (e.g., (r-r")x2N/
3r=(6-2)x2x144/3x6=64). As further shown, the number of
optical cables, per network device, for the three network
device B2B connection is 8 (e.g., r'x((r-r)x2N/3r)/s=2x((6-
2)x2x144/3x6)/16=8), and the total quantity of optical cables
for the three network device B2B connection is 12 (e.g., Optic
Cables per LCCxL./2=8x%3/2). Thus, as shown, the number of
optical cables to implement the three network device B2B
connections using the collapsed-distributed three stage Clos
fabric is less than the number of optical cables to implement
a traditional solution that uses an independent fabric chassis
for the middle stage of the Clos fabric (e.g., 18). Moreover,
the collapsed distributed solution may allow for decreased
capital expenditures, decreased operational expenditures,
and/or or decreased system complexity than the traditional
solution by eliminating the need for one or more separate
fabric chassis.

FIGS. 9A and 9B are diagrams of an example implemen-
tation 900 of a multi-chassis system that implements a three
stage collapsed-distributed Clos architecture for achieving
back-to-back fabric connectivity among four network
devices. For the purposes of example implementation 900,
assume that a first network device 210, identified as NDO,
includes a switching component 310 that comprises two
crossbars 410, identified as X0A and X0B, that a second
network device 210, identified as ND1, includes a switching
component 310 that comprises two crossbars 410, identified
as X1A and X1B, that a third network device 210, identified
as ND2, includes a switching component 310 that comprises
two crossbars 410, identified as X2A and X2B, and that a
fourth network device 210, identified as ND4, includes a
switching component 310 that comprises two crossbars 410,
identified as X3A and X3B. Also, assume that the connec-
tions to, from, and/or between crossbars 410 are implemented
using optical cables and optical links.

For purposes of simplicity, only those connections associ-
ated with X0A are shown in example implementation 900.
However, each crossbar 410 included in example implemen-
tation 900 may include similar connections to those depicted
for crossbar X0A. Furthermore, only one fabric plane, asso-
ciated with switching component 310, is illustrated in
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example implementation 900, and additional parallel fabric
planes may be implemented in a similar manner.

As shown in FIG. 9A, NDO may be connected to ND1,
ND2, and ND4 using a B2B connection that implements a
collapsed-distributed Clos architecture. For example, as
shown, X0A, X0B, X1A, X1B, X2A, X2B, X3A, and X3B
may be partitioned such that each crossbar 410 includes all
three Clos stages (e.g., an ingress stage 420 (F1), a portion of
middle stage 430 (F2), and an egress stage 440 (F3)), and such
that middle stage 430, associated with the Clos fabric, is
distributed across each crossbar 410 (e.g., since each crossbar
410 includes a portion of middle stage 430).

As shown, stage F1 on X0A (herein referred to as F1-X0A)
may be connected such that F1-X0A may receive packets
(e.g., from input components 305), via a total quantity of 48
input links (e.g., assume that each crossbar 410 is size 144x
144, thus each F1 stage may receive packets via 144/3=48
input links), and may provide the packets to all portions of the
F2 stage included in the Clos fabric. In other words, F1-X0A
may be connected such that F1-X0A may provide packets to
F2-X0A via 6 intra-crossbar links, to F2-X0B via 6 intra-
chassis links, to F2-X1A via 6 inter-chassis links, to F2-X1B
via 6 inter-chassis links, to F2-X2A via 6 inter-chassis links,
to F2-X2B via 6 inter-chassis links, to F2-X3A via 6 inter-
chassis links, and to F2-X3B via 6 inter-chassis links.

As further shown in FIG. 9A, F2-X0A may be connected
such that F2-X0A receives packets, via a total quantity of 48
input links, from each F1 included in the Clos fabric. In other
words, F2-X0A may be connected such that F2-X0A may
receive packets from F1-X0A via 6 intra-crossbar links (e.g.,
as described above), from F1-X0B via 6 intra-chassis links,
from F1-X1A via 6 inter-chassis links, from F1-X1B via 6
inter-chassis links, from F1-X2A via 6 inter-chassis links,
from F1-X2B via 6 inter-chassis links, from F1-X3A via 6
inter-chassis links, and from F1-X3B via 6 inter-chassis links.

As shown in FIG. 9B, F2-X0A may also be connected such
that F2-X0A provides packets, via a total quantity of 48 input
links, to each F3 included in the Clos fabric. In other words,
F2-X0A may be connected such that F2-X0A may provide
packets to F3-X0A via 6 intra-crossbar links, to F3-X0B via
6 intra-chassis links, to F3-X1A via 6 inter-chassis links, to
F3-X1B via 6 inter-chassis links, to F3-X2A via 6 inter-
chassis links, to F3-X2B via 6 inter-chassis links, to F3-X3A
via 6 inter-chassis links, and to F3-X3B via 6 inter-chassis
links.

As further shown in FIG. 9B, F3-X0A may be connected
such that F3-X0A receives packets, via a total quantity of 48
input links, from each portion of the F2 stage included in the
Clos fabric. In other words, F3-X0A may be connected such
that F3-X0A may receive packets from F2-X0A via 6 intra-
crossbar links (e.g., as described above), from F2-X0B via 6
intra-chassis links, from F2-X1A via 6 inter-chassis links,
from F2-X1B via 6 inter-chassis links, from F2-X2A via 6
inter-chassis links, from F2-X2B via 6 inter-chassis links,
from F2-X3 A via 6 inter-chassis links, and from F2-X3B via
6 inter-chassis links. As shown, stage F3-X0A may be con-
nected such that F3-X0A provides packets (e.g., to output
components 315) via a total quantity of 48 input links.

As indicated above, FIGS. 9A and 9B are provided merely
as an example. Other examples are possible and may differ
from what was described with regard to FIGS. 9A and 9B.

FIG. 10 includes a group of tables 1000 that provide infor-
mation associated with a quantity of optical links and optical
cables required to implement the collapsed-distributed Clos
architecture shown in example implementation 900 of FIGS.
9A and 9B.
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As shown in FIG. 10 by table 1010, and in accordance with
example implementation 900, each of the four network
devices (L=4) includes two crossbars 410 (e.g., r'=2), for a
total of eight crossbars 410 (e.g., r=8). Further, each crossbar
410 may be of size 144x144 (e.g., N=144), resulting in an
overall Clos size 0f 384x384 (e.g., rxN/3=8x144/3=384). For
the purposes of FIG. 10, assume that each optical cable, that
may be used establish inter-chassis links, includes 16 serial-
izer/deserializers (serdes) (e.g., s=16). As shown by table
1020, a total quantity of serdes for each crossbar (e.g., for the
receive direction and the transmit direction) is 144 (e.g.,
N/3+N/3+N/3=48+48+48=144).

As shown by table 1030, each crossbar 410 included in the
four network device B2B connections may include a quantity
12 intra-crossbar (e.g., intra-chip) links (e.g., 2N/3r=2x144/
3x8=12), a quantity of 12 inter-crossbar (e.g., inter-chip)
links (e.g., 2N/3rx(r'-1)=(2x144/3x8)x(2-1)=12), and a
quantity of 72 inter-chassis links (e.g., (r-r')x2N/3r=(8-2)x
2x144/3x8=72). As further shown, the number of optical
cables, per network device, for the four network device B2B
connections is 9 (e.g., r'x((t-r)x2N/3r)/s=2x((8-2)x2x144/
3x8)/16=9), and the total quantity of optical cables for the
four network device B2B connections is 18 (e.g., Optic
Cables per LCCxL./2=9%4/2). Thus, as shown, the number of
optical cables to implement the four network device B2B
connections using the collapsed-distributed three stage Clos
fabric is less than the number of optic cables to implement a
traditional solution that uses an independent fabric chassis for
the middle stage of the Clos fabric (e.g., 24). Moreover, the
collapsed distributed solution may allow for decreased capital
expenditures, decreased operational expenditures, and/or
decreased system complexity than the traditional solution.

FIGS. 11A and 11B are diagrams of another example
implementation 1100 of a multi-chassis system that imple-
ments a three stage collapsed-distributed Clos architecture
for achieving back-to-back fabric connectivity among three
network devices. For the purposes of example implementa-
tion 1100, assume that a first network device 210, identified as
NDO, includes a switching component 310 that comprises
two crossbars 410, identified as X0A and X0B, that a second
network device 210, identified as ND1, includes a switching
component 310 that comprises three crossbars 410, identified
as X1A, X1B, and X1C, and that a third network device 210,
identified as ND2, includes a switching component 310 that
comprises one crossbar 410, identified as X2A. Also, assume
that the connections to, from, and/or between crossbars 410
are implemented using optical cables and optical links.

For purposes of simplicity, only those connections associ-
ated with X0A are shown in example implementation 700.
However, each crossbar 410 included in example implemen-
tation 1100 may include similar connections to those depicted
for crossbar X0A. Furthermore, only one fabric plane, asso-
ciated with switching component 310, is illustrated in
example implementation 1100, and additional parallel fabric
planes may be implemented in a similar manner.

As shown in FIG. 11A, ND0 may be connected to ND1 and
ND2 using a B2B connection that implements a collapsed-
distributed Clos architecture. For example, as shown, X0A,
X0B,X1A, X1B, X1C, and X2 A may be partitioned such that
each crossbar 410 includes all three Clos stages (e.g., an
ingress stage 420 (F1), a portion of middle stage 430 (F2), and
an egress stage 440 (F3)), and such that middle stage 430,
associated with the Clos fabric, is distributed across each
crossbar 410 (e.g., since each crossbar 410 includes a portion
of middle stage 430).

As shown, stage F1 on X0A (herein referred to as F1-X0A)
may be connected such that F1-X0A may receive packets
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(e.g., from input components 305), via a total quantity of 48
input links (e.g., assume that each crossbar 410 is size 144x
144, thus each F1 stage may receive packets via 144/3=48
input links), and may provide the packets to all portions of the
F2 stage included in the Clos fabric. In other words, F1-X0A
may be connected such that F1-X0A may provide packets to
F2-X0A via 8 intra-crossbar links, to F2-X0B via 8 intra-
chassis links, to F2-X1A via 8 inter-chassis links, to F2-X1B
via 8 inter-chassis links, to F2-X1C via 8 inter-chassis links,
and to F2-X2A via 8 inter-chassis links.

As further shown in FIG. 11A, F2-X0A may be connected
such that F2-X0A receives packets, via a total quantity of 48
input links, from each F1 included in the Clos fabric. In other
words, F2-X0A may be connected such that F2-X0A may
receive packets from F1-X0A via 8 intra-crossbar links (e.g.,
as described above), from F1-X0B via 8 intra-chassis links,
from F1-X1A via 8 inter-chassis links, from F1-X1B via 8
inter-chassis links, from F1-X1C via 8 inter-chassis links, and
from F1-X2A via 8 inter-chassis links.

As shown in FIG. 11B, F2-X0A may also be connected
such that F2-X0A provides packets, via a total quantity of 48
input links, to each F3 included in the Clos fabric. In other
words, F2-X0A may be connected such that F2-X0A may
provide packets to F3-X0A via 8 intra-crossbar links, to
F3-X0B via 8 intra-chassis links, to F3-X1A via 8 inter-
chassis links, to F3-X1B via 8 inter-chassis links, to F3-X1C
via 8 inter-chassis links, and to F3-X2A via 8 inter-chassis
links.

As further shown in FIG. 11B, F3-X0A may be connected
such that F3-X0A receives packets, via a total quantity of 48
input links, from each portion of the F2 stage included in the
Clos fabric. In other words, F3-X0A may be connected such
that F3-X0A may receive packets from F2-X0A via 8 intra-
crossbar links (e.g., as described above), from F2-X0B via 8
intra-chassis links, from F2-X1A via 8 inter-chassis links,
from F2-X1B via 8 inter-chassis links, from F2-X1C via 8
inter-chassis links, and from F2-X2A via 8 inter-chassis links.
As shown, stage F3-X0A may be connected such that
F3-X0A provides packets (e.g., to output components 315)
via a total quantity of 48 input links.

As indicated above, FIGS. 11A and 11B are provided
merely as an example. Other examples are possible and may
differ from what was described with regard to FIGS. 11A and
11B.

FIGS. 12A and 12B are a group of tables 1200 that include
information associated with implementing the collapsed-dis-
tributed Clos architecture shown in FIGS. 11A and 11B.

As shown in FIG. 12A by table 1210, and in accordance
with example implementation 700, each of the three network
devices (IL=3) includes a different quantity of two crossbars
410 (e.g., r'=2, r"=3, r'"=1), for a total of six crossbars 410
(e.g.,r=06). Further, each crossbar 410 may be of size 144x144
(e.g., N=144), resulting in an overall Clos size of 288x288
(e.g., rxN/3=6x144/3=288). For the purposes of FIGS. 12A
and 12B, assume that each optical cable, that may be used
establish inter-chassis links, includes 16 serializer/deserializ-
ers (serdes) (e.g., s=16). As shown by table 1220, a total
quantity of serdes for each crossbar 410 (e.g., for the receive
direction and the transmit direction) is 144 (e.g., N/3+N/3+
N/3=48+48+48=144).

As shown by table 1230, each crossbar 410 included in
NDO may include a quantity of 16 intra-crossbar (e.g., intra-
chip) links (e.g., 2N/3r=2x144/3x6=16), a quantity of 16
inter-crossbar (e.g., inter-chip) links (e.g., 2N/3rx(r'-1)=(2x
144/3x6)x(2-1)=16), and a quantity of 64 inter-chassis links
(e.g., (r-r')x2N/3r=(6-2)x2x144/3x6=64). As further
shown, each crossbar 410 included in ND1 may include a
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quantity of 16 intra-crossbar (e.g., intra-chip) links (e.g.,
2N/3r=2x144/3x6=16), a quantity of 32 inter-crossbar (e.g.,
inter-chip) links (e.g., 2N/3rx(r'"-1)=(2x144/3x6)x(3-1)
=32), and a quantity of 48 inter-chassis links (e.g., (r-r")x2N/
3r=(6-3)x2x144/3x6=48). As further shown crossbar 410
included in ND2 may include a quantity of 16 intra-crossbar
(e.g., intra-chip) links (e.g., 2N/3r=2x144/3x6=16), a quan-
tity of O inter-crossbar (e.g., inter-chip) links (e.g., 2N/3rx
(r"-1)=(2x144/3x6)x(1-1)=0), and a quantity of 80 inter-
chassis links (e.g., (r—r")x2N/3r=(6-1)x2x144/3x6=80).

As shown in FIG. 12B by table 1240, the number of optical
cables to connect NDO to ND1 is 6 (e.g., [(2N/3r) x(r'xr")]/
s=[(2x144/3x6)x(2x3)]/16=6), the number of optical cables
to connect NDO to ND2 is 2 (e.g., [(2N/3r)x(r'xr™)]/s=[(2x
144/3x6)x(2x1)]/16=2), and the number of optical cables to
connect ND1to ND2is 3 (e.g., [(2N/3r)x(r"xr™)]/s=[(2x 144/
3x6)x(1x3)]1/16=3). As such, the total quantity of optical
cables for the three network device B2B connection is 11
(e.g., 6+3+2=1). Thus, as shown by table 1250, the number of
optical cables to implement the three network device B2B
connections using the collapsed-distributed three stage Clos
fabric (e.g., 11) is less than the number of optical cables to
implement a traditional solution that uses an independent
fabric chassis for the middle stage ofthe Clos fabric (e.g., 18).
Moreover, the collapsed distributed solution may allow for
decreased capital expenditures, decreased operational expen-
ditures, and/or or decreased system complexity than the tra-
ditional solution by eliminating the need for one or more
separate fabric chassis.

Implementations described herein may provide a collapsed
Clos architecture that partitions a crossbar of a network
device, that needs to connect to one or more other crossbars
via a three stage Clos fabric, such that the crossbar may act not
only as the ingress stage and the egress stage of the Clos
fabric, but also as a portion of the middle stage of the Clos
fabric. In this way, all three stages of the Clos fabric may be
collapsed into a single crossbar, and the middle stage may be
distributed across multiple crossbars (e.g., on multiple net-
work devices) that are connected together to form the multi-
chassis system. The distribution of the middle stage of the
Clos fabric may eliminate the need for a separate and/or
dedicated middle stage fabric chassis while also reducing a
total number of crossbars and required connections. Addi-
tionally, the distribution of the middle stage may prevent
failure of the entire multi-chassis system when a particular
network device, chassis, crossbar, or portion of a crossbar
experiences an error (e.g., the middle stage of the Clos fabric
may function even when a portion of the middle stage fails).
Rather, a failure may lead to a graceful degradation in the total
Clos fabric capacity.

The foregoing disclosure provides illustration and descrip-
tion, but is not intended to be exhaustive or to limit the
implementations to the precise form disclosed. Modifications
and variations are possible in light of the above disclosure or
may be acquired from practice of the implementations.

As used herein, the term component is intended to be
broadly construed as hardware, firmware, and/or a combina-
tion of hardware and software.

As used herein, a packet may refer to a network packet, a
frame, a datagram, a segment, a fragment of a packet, a
fragment of a frame, a fragment of a datagram, a fragment of
a segment, or any other formatted or unformatted unit of data
capable of being transmitted via a network.

Even though particular combinations of features are
recited in the claims and/or disclosed in the specification,
these combinations are not intended to limit the disclosure of
possible implementations. In fact, many of these features may
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be combined in ways not specifically recited in the claims
and/or disclosed in the specification. Although each depen-
dent claim listed below may directly depend on only one
claim, the disclosure of possible implementations includes
each dependent claim in combination with every other claim
in the claim set.

No element, act, or instruction used herein should be con-
strued as critical or essential unless explicitly described as
such. Also, as used herein, the articles “a” and “an” are
intended to include one or more items, and may be used
interchangeably with “one or more.” Furthermore, as used
herein, the term “set” is intended to include one or more
items, and may be used interchangeably with “one or more.”
Where only one item is intended, the term “one” or similar
language is used. Also, as used herein, the terms “has,”
“have,” “having,” or the like are intended to be open-ended
terms. Further, the phrase “based on” is intended to mean
“based, at least in part, on” unless explicitly stated otherwise.

What is claimed is:

1. A system comprising:

a first network device; and

a second network device,

the first network device and the second network device
being associated with a Clos architecture,
the first network device including a first plurality of
crossbars associated with the Clos architecture,
each of the first plurality of crossbars comprising:
a first crossbar component;
a second crossbar component; and
a third crossbar component; and
the second network device including a second plurality
of crossbars associated with the Clos architecture,
each of the second plurality of crossbars comprising:
a fourth crossbar component;
a fifth crossbar component; and
a sixth crossbar component,
the first crossbar component, of each of the first
plurality of crossbars, connecting to the second
crossbar component of each of the first plurality
of crossbars, and the fitth crossbar component of
each of the second plurality of crossbars,
the second crossbar component, of each of the
first plurality of crossbars, connecting to the first
crossbar component of each of the first plurality
of crossbars, the third crossbar component of
each of the first plurality of crossbars, the fourth
crossbar component of each of the second plu-
rality of crossbars, and the sixth crossbar com-
ponent of each of the second plurality of cross-
bars,
the third crossbar component, of each of the first
plurality of crossbars, connecting to the second
crossbar component of each of the first plurality
of crossbars, and the fitth crossbar component of
each of the second plurality of crossbars,
the fourth crossbar component of each of the
second plurality of crossbars, connecting to the
second crossbar component of each of the first
plurality of crossbars, and the fitth crossbar com-
ponent of each of the second plurality of cross-
bars,
the fifth crossbar component, of each of the sec-
ond plurality of crossbars, connecting to the first
crossbar component of each of the first plurality
of crossbars, the third crossbar component of
each of the first plurality of crossbars, the fourth
crossbar component of each of the second plu-
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rality of crossbars, and the sixth crossbar com-
ponent of each of the second plurality of cross-
bars, and

the sixth crossbar component, of each of the
second plurality of crossbars, connecting to the
second crossbar component of each of the first
plurality of crossbars, and the fifth crossbar com-
ponent of each of the second plurality of cross-
bars.

2. The system of claim 1, further comprising a third net-
work device, the third network device including:

a third crossbar, associated with the Clos architecture,

comprising:
a seventh crossbar component;
an eighth crossbar component; and
a ninth crossbar component,
the first crossbar component, of each of the first plu-
rality of crossbars, connecting to the eighth cross-
bar component,
the second crossbar component, of each of the first
plurality of crossbars, connecting to the seventh
crossbar component and the ninth crossbar compo-
nent,
the third crossbar component, of each of the first
plurality of crossbars, connecting to the eighth
crossbar component,
the fourth crossbar component, of each of the second
plurality of crossbars, connecting to the eighth
crossbar component,
the fifth crossbar component, of each of the second
plurality of crossbars, connecting to the seventh
crossbar component and the ninth crossbar compo-
nent,
the sixth crossbar component, of each of the second
plurality of crossbars, connecting to the eighth
crossbar component,
the seventh crossbar component connecting to the
second crossbar component of each of the first plu-
rality of crossbars, the fifth crossbar component of
each of the second plurality of crossbars, and the
eighth crossbar component, the eighth crossbar
component connecting to the first crossbar compo-
nent of each of the first plurality of crossbars, the
third crossbar component of each of the first plu-
rality of crossbars, the fourth crossbar component
of each of the second plurality of crossbars, the
sixth crossbar component of each of the second
plurality of crossbars, the seventh crossbar compo-
nent, and the ninth crossbar component, and
the ninth crossbar component connecting to the sec-
ond crossbar component of each of the first plural-
ity of crossbars, the fifth crossbar component of
each of the second plurality of crossbars, and the
eighth crossbar component.

3. The system of claim 2, further comprising a plurality of
other network devices including a fourth network device, the
fourth network device including:

a fourth crossbar, associated with the Clos architecture,

comprising:
a tenth crossbar component;
an eleventh crossbar component; and
a twelfth crossbar component,
the first crossbar component, of each of the first plu-
rality of crossbars, connecting to the eleventh
crossbar component,
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the second crossbar component, of each of the first
plurality of crossbars, connecting to the tenth
crossbar component and the twelfth crossbar com-
ponent,

the third crossbar component, of each of the first
plurality of crossbars, connecting to the eleventh
crossbar component,

the fourth crossbar component, of each of the second
plurality of crossbars, connecting to the eleventh
crossbar component,

the fifth crossbar component, of each of the second
plurality of crossbars, connecting to the tenth
crossbar component and the twelfth crossbar com-
ponent, the sixth crossbar component, of each of
the second plurality of crossbars, connecting to the
eleventh crossbar component,

the seventh crossbar component connecting to the
eleventh crossbar component,

the eighth crossbar component connecting to the tenth
crossbar component and the twelfth crossbar com-
ponent,

the ninth crossbar component connecting to the elev-
enth crossbar component,

the tenth crossbar component connecting to the sec-
ond crossbar component of each of the first plural-
ity of crossbars, the fifth crossbar component of
each of the second plurality of crossbars, the eighth
crossbar component, and the eleventh crossbar
component,

the eleventh crossbar component connecting to the
first crossbar component of each of the first plural-
ity of crossbars, the third crossbar component of
each of the first plurality of crossbars, the fourth
crossbar component of each of the second plurality
of crossbars, the sixth crossbar component of each
of the second plurality of crossbars, the seventh
crossbar component, the ninth crossbar compo-
nent, the tenth crossbar component, and the twelfth
crossbar component, and

the twelfth crossbar component connecting to the sec-
ond crossbar component of each of the first plural-
ity of crossbars, the fifth crossbar component of
each of the second plurality of crossbars, the eighth
crossbar component, and the eleventh crossbar
component.

4. The system of claim 1, where the first crossbar compo-
nent is associated with an ingress stage of the Clos architec-
ture:

the second crossbar component is associated with a portion

of'a middle stage of the Clos architecture;

the third crossbar component is associated with an egress

stage of the Clos architecture;

the fourth crossbar component is associated with the

ingress stage of the Clos architecture;

the fifth crossbar component is associated with another

portion of the middle stage of the Clos architecture; and
the sixth crossbar component is associated with the egress
stage of the Clos architecture.

5. The system of claim 1, where the first plurality of cross-
bars are implemented on a chip of the first network device and
the second plurality of crossbars are implemented on a chip of
the second network device.

6. The system of claim 1, where the first crossbar compo-
nent, of each of the first plurality of crossbars, sends a first set
of packets to the second crossbar component of each of the
first plurality of crossbars, and to the second crossbar com-
ponent of each of the second plurality of crossbars,
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where the first crossbar component, of each of the second
plurality of crossbars, sends a second set of packets to
the first crossbar component of each of the first plurality
of crossbars, and

where the second crossbar component, of each of the sec-

ond plurality of crossbars, sends a third set of packets to
the third crossbar component of each of the first plurality
of crossbars, and to the third crossbar component of each
of the second plurality of crossbars.

7. The system of claim 6, where the second crossbar com-
ponent, of each of the first plurality of crossbars, sends a
fourth set of packets to the third crossbar component of each
of the first plurality of crossbars, and to the third crossbar
component of each of the second plurality of crossbars.

8. A system comprising:

a first device; and

a second device,

the first device and the second device being associated
with a Clos architecture,
the first device including a plurality of crossbars associ-
ated with the Clos architecture,
each of the plurality of crossbars comprising:
a first crossbar component;
a second crossbar component; and
a third crossbar component; and
the second device including a set of crossbars associated
with the Clos architecture,
a first crossbar, of the set of crossbars, comprising:
a fourth crossbar component;
a fifth crossbar component; and
a sixth crossbar component,
the first crossbar component, of each of the plu-
rality of crossbars, connecting to the second
crossbar component of each of the plurality of
crossbars, and the fifth crossbar component,
the second crossbar component, of each of the
plurality of crossbars, connecting to the first
crossbar component of each of the plurality of
crossbars, the third crossbar component of each
of the plurality of crossbars, the fourth crossbar
component, and the sixth crossbar component,
the third crossbar component, of each of the
plurality of crossbars, connecting to the second
crossbar component of each of the plurality of

crossbars, and the fifth crossbar component,

the fourth crossbar component connecting to the
second crossbar component of each of the plu-
rality of crossbars, and the fifth crossbar compo-
nent,

the fifth crossbar component connecting to the
first crossbar component of each of the plurality
of crossbars, the third crossbar component of
each of the plurality of crossbars, the fourth
crossbar component, and the sixth crossbar com-
ponent, and

the sixth crossbar component connecting to the
second crossbar component of each of the plu-
rality of crossbars, and the fifth crossbar compo-
nent.

9. The system of claim 8, further comprising a third device,
the third device including:
a second crossbar, associated with the Clos architecture,
comprising:
a seventh crossbar component;
an eighth crossbar component; and
a ninth crossbar component,
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the first crossbar component, of each of the plurality
of crossbars, connecting to the eighth crossbar
component,

the second crossbar component, of each of the plural-
ity of crossbars, connecting to the seventh crossbar
component and the ninth crossbar component,

the third crossbar component, of each of the plurality
of crossbars, connecting to the eighth crossbar
component,

the fourth crossbar component connecting to the
eighth crossbar component,

the fifth crossbar component connecting to the sev-
enth crossbar component and the ninth crossbar
component,
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the eleventh crossbar component connecting to the
first crossbar component of each of the plurality of
crossbars, the third crossbar component of each of
the plurality of crossbars, the fourth crossbar com-
ponent, the sixth crossbar component, the seventh
crossbar component, the ninth crossbar compo-
nent, the tenth crossbar component, and the twelfth
crossbar component, and

the twelfth crossbar component connecting to the sec-
ond crossbar component of each of the plurality of
crossbars, the fifth crossbar component, the eighth
crossbar component, and the eleventh crossbar
component.

11. The system of claim 8, where the second device
includes a second crossbar, associated with the Clos architec-
ture, comprising:

a seventh crossbar component;

an eighth crossbar component; and

a ninth crossbar component,

the sixth crossbar component connecting to the eighth 15
crossbar component,

the seventh crossbar component connecting to the
second crossbar component of each of the plurality
of crossbars, the fifth crossbar component, and the
eighth crossbar component, 20

the eighth crossbar component connecting to the first
crossbar component of each of the plurality of
crossbars, the third crossbar component of each of
the plurality of crossbars, the fourth crossbar com-

the first crossbar component, of each of the plurality of
crossbars, connecting to the eighth crossbar compo-
nent,

the second crossbar component, of each of the plurality

ponent, the sixth crossbar component, the seventh 25 of crossbars, connecting to the seventh crossbar com-

crossbar component, and the ninth crossbar com- ponent and the ninth crossbar component,

ponent, and the third crossbar component, of each of the plurality of
the ninth crossbar component connecting to the sec- crossbars, connecting to the eighth crossbar compo-

ond crossbar component of each of the plurality of nent,

crossbars, the fifth crossbar component, and the 30 the fourth crossbar component connecting to the eighth

eighth crossbar component. crossbar component,

10. The system of claim 9, further comprising a plurality of the fifth crossbar component connecting to the seventh
other devices including a fourth device, the fourth device crossbar component and the ninth crossbar compo-
including: nent,

a third crossbar, associated with the Clos architecture, 35 the sixth crossbar component connecting to the eighth

comprising: crossbar component,
a tenth crossbar component; the seventh crossbar component connecting to the sec-
an eleventh crossbar component; and ond crossbar component of each of the plurality of
a twelfth crossbar component, crossbars, the fifth crossbar component, and the
the first crossbar component, of each of the plurality 40 eighth crossbar component,
of crossbars, connecting to the eleventh crossbar the eighth crossbar component connecting to the first
component, crossbar component of each of the plurality of cross-
the second crossbar component, of each of the plural- bars, the third crossbar component of each of the
ity of crossbars, connecting to the tenth crossbar plurality of crossbars, the fourth crossbar component,
component and the twelfth crossbar component, 45 the sixth crossbar component, the seventh crossbar
the third crossbar component, of each of the plurality component, and the ninth crossbar component, and
of crossbars, connecting to the eleventh crossbar the ninth crossbar component connecting to the second
component, crossbar component of each of the plurality of cross-
the fourth crossbar component connecting to the elev- bars, the fifth crossbar component, and the eighth
enth crossbar component, 50 crossbar component.
the fifth crossbar component connecting to the tenth 12. The system of claim 11, where the second device
crossbar component and the twelfth crossbar com- includes a third crossbar, associated with the Clos architec-
ponent, ture, comprising:
the sixth crossbar component connecting to the elev- a tenth crossbar component;
enth crossbar component, 55 an eleventh crossbar component; and

the seventh crossbar component connecting to the
eleventh crossbar component,

the eighth crossbar component connecting to the tenth
crossbar component and the twelfth crossbar com-
ponent, 60

the ninth crossbar component connecting to the elev-
enth crossbar component,

the tenth crossbar component connecting to the sec-
ond crossbar component of each of the plurality of
crossbars, the fifth crossbar component, the eighth 65
crossbar component, and the eleventh crossbar
component,

a twelfth crossbar component,

the first crossbar component, of each of the plurality of
crossbars, connecting to the eleventh crossbar com-
ponent,

the second crossbar component, of each of the plurality
of crossbars, connecting to the tenth crossbar compo-
nent and the twelfth crossbar component,

the third crossbar component, of each of the plurality of
crossbars, connecting to the eleventh crossbar com-
ponent,

the fourth crossbar component connecting to the elev-
enth crossbar component,
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the fifth crossbar component connecting to the tenth
crossbar component and the twelfth crossbar compo-
nent,

the sixth crossbar component connecting to the eleventh
crossbar component,

the seventh crossbar component connecting to the elev-
enth crossbar component,

the eighth crossbar component connecting to the tenth
crossbar component and the twelfth crossbar compo-
nent,

the ninth crossbar component connecting to the eleventh
crossbar component,

the tenth crossbar component connecting to the second
crossbar component, the fifth crossbar component,
the eighth crossbar component, and the eleventh
crossbar component,

the eleventh crossbar component connecting to the first
crossbar component of each of the plurality of cross-
bars, the third crossbar component of each of the
plurality of crossbars, the fourth crossbar component,
the sixth crossbar component, the seventh crossbar
component, the ninth crossbar component, the tenth
crossbar component, and the twelfth crossbar compo-
nent, and

the twelfth crossbar component connecting to the sec-

ond crossbar component of each of the plurality of

crossbars, the fifth crossbar component, the eighth
crossbar component, and the eleventh crossbar com-
ponent.

13. The system of claim 8, where the first crossbar compo-
nent is associated with an ingress stage of the Clos architec-
ture:

the second crossbar component is associated with a portion

of'a middle stage of the Clos architecture;

the third crossbar component is associated with an egress

stage of the Clos architecture;

the fourth crossbar component is associated with the

ingress stage of the Clos architecture;

the fifth crossbar component is associated with another

portion of the middle stage of the Clos architecture; and
the sixth crossbar component is associated with the egress
stage of the Clos architecture.

14. The system of claim 8, where each of the plurality of

crossbars is implemented on a chip of the first device and the
first crossbar is implemented on a chip of the second device.
15. A system comprising:
a first device;
a second device; and
a third device,
the first device including a first set of crossbars,
each of the first set of crossbars comprising:
a first crossbar component;
a second crossbar component; and
a third crossbar component;
the second device including a second set of crossbars,
each of the second set of crossbars comprising:
a fourth crossbar component;
a fifth crossbar component; and
a sixth crossbar component;
the third device including a third set of crossbars,
each of the third set of crossbars comprising:
a seventh crossbar component;
an eighth crossbar component; and
a ninth crossbar component,
the first crossbar component, of each of the first
set of crossbars, connecting to the second cross-
bar component of each of the first set of cross-
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bars, the fifth crossbar component of each of the
second set of crossbars, and the eighth crossbar
component of each of the third set of crossbars,
the second crossbar component, of each of the
first set of crossbars, connecting to the first cross-
bar component of each of the first set of cross-
bars, the third crossbar component of each of the
first set of crossbars, the fourth crossbar compo-
nent of each of the second set of crossbars, the
sixth crossbar component of each of the second
set of crossbars, the seventh crossbar component
of each of the third set of crossbars, and the ninth
crossbar component of each of the third set of
crossbars,

the third crossbar component, of each of the first
set of crossbars, connecting to the second cross-
bar component of each of the first set of cross-
bars, the fifth crossbar component of each of the
second set of crossbars, and the eighth crossbar
component of each of the third set of crossbars,
the fourth crossbar component, of each of the
second set of crossbars, connecting to the second
crossbar component of each of the first set of
crossbars, the fifth crossbar component of each
of the second set of crossbars, and the eighth
crossbar component of each of the third set of
crossbars,

the fifth crossbar component of each of the sec-
ond set of crossbars connecting to the first cross-
bar component of each of the first set of cross-
bars, the third crossbar component of each of the
first set of crossbars, the fourth crossbar compo-
nent of each of the second set of crossbars, the
sixth crossbar component of each of the second
set of crossbars, the seventh crossbar component
of each of the third set of crossbars, and the ninth
crossbar component of each of the third set of
crossbars,

the sixth crossbar component, of each of the
second set of crossbars, connecting to the second
crossbar component of each of the first set of
crossbars, the fifth crossbar component of each
of the second set of crossbars, and the eighth
crossbar component of each of the third set of
crossbars,

the seventh crossbar component, of each of the
third set of crossbars, connecting to the second
crossbar component of each of the first set of
crossbars, the fifth crossbar component of each
of the second set of crossbars, and the eighth
crossbar component of each of the third set of
crossbars,

the eighth crossbar component, of each of the
third set of crossbars, connecting to the first
crossbar component of each of the first set of
crossbars, the third crossbar component of each
of the first set of crossbars, the fourth crossbar
component of each of the second set of cross-
bars, the sixth crossbar component of each of the
second set of crossbars, the seventh crossbar
component of each of the third set of crossbars,
and the ninth crossbar component of each of the
third set of crossbars, and

the ninth crossbar component, of each of the
third set of crossbars, connecting to the second
crossbar component of each of the first set of
crossbars, the fifth crossbar component of each
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of the second set of crossbars, and the eighth
crossbar component of each of the third set of
crossbars.

16. The system of claim 15, further comprising a plurality
of other devices including a fourth device, the fourth device
including:

a fourth crossbar comprising:

a tenth crossbar component;
an eleventh crossbar component; and
a twelfth crossbar component,
the first crossbar component, of each of the first set of
crossbars, connecting to the eleventh crossbar com-
ponent,
the second crossbar component, of each of the first set
of crossbars, connecting to the tenth crossbar com-
ponent and the twelfth crossbar component,
the third crossbar component, of each of the first set of
crossbars, connecting to the eleventh crossbar com-
ponent,
the fourth crossbar component, of each of the second
set of crossbars, connecting to the eleventh cross-
bar component,
the fifth crossbar component, of each of the second set
of crossbars, connecting to the tenth crossbar com-
ponent and the twelfth crossbar component,
the sixth crossbar component, of each of the second
set of crossbars, connecting to the eleventh cross-
bar component,
the seventh crossbar component, of each of the third
set of crossbars, connecting to the eleventh cross-
bar component,
the eighth crossbar component, of each of the third set
of crossbars, connecting to the tenth crossbar com-
ponent and the twelfth crossbar component,
the ninth crossbar component, of each of the third set
of crossbars connecting to the eleventh crossbar
component,
the tenth crossbar component connecting to the sec-
ond crossbar component of each of the first set of
crossbars, the fifth crossbar component of each of
the second set of crossbars, the eighth crossbar
component of each of the third set of crossbars, and
the eleventh crossbar component,
the eleventh crossbar component connecting to the
first crossbar component of each of the first set of
crossbars, the third crossbar component of each of
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the first set of crossbars, the fourth crossbar com-
ponent of each of the second set of crossbars, the
sixth crossbar component of each of the second set
of crossbars, the seventh crossbar component of
each of the third set of crossbars, the ninth crossbar
component of each of the third set of crossbars, the
tenth crossbar component, and the twelfth crossbar
component, and
the twelfth crossbar component connecting to the sec-
ond crossbar component of each of the first set of
crossbars, the fifth crossbar component of each of
the second set of crossbars, the eighth crossbar
component of each of the third set of crossbars, and
the eleventh crossbar component.
17. The system of claim 15, where the first crossbar com-
ponent is associated with an ingress stage of a Clos architec-
ture:

the second crossbar component is associated with a first

portion of a middle stage of the Clos architecture;

the third crossbar component is associated with an egress

stage of the Clos architecture;

the fourth crossbar component is associated with the

ingress stage of the Clos architecture;

the fifth crossbar component is associated with a second

portion of the middle stage of the Clos architecture;
the sixth crossbar component is associated with the egress
stage of the Clos architecture;

the seventh crossbar component is associated with the

ingress stage of the Clos architecture;

the eighth crossbar component is associated with a third

portion of the middle stage of the Clos architecture; and
the ninth crossbar component is associated with the egress
stage of the Clos architecture.

18. The system of claim 15, where the first set of crossbars
are implemented on a chip of the first device, the second set of
crossbars are implemented on a chip of the second device, and
the third set of crossbars are implemented on a chip of the
third device.

19. The system of claim 15, where each connection is an
optical link.

20. The system of claim 15, where the system is a multi-
chassis system.



